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[Abstract]

In the context of industrial agglomeration studies, I argue about the research program of Economics of Conventions
{EC) and application to the empirical study of “Worlds of Production” theory (Storper and Salais 1997), which are
based on EC. Firstly, I examined the development of EC and its theoretical tools. It is important to distinguish two
dimensions of the convention: 1) a rule, which coordinates individual behaviors and 2) a collective representation
(“evaluation model”), which coordinates the individual representation. Secondly, I described some forms and roles of
conventions in Imabari industrial district, which is a Towel production area in Ehime pref. Thirdly, I verified whether
the success of production system in Kojima industrial district, which is an apparel production area in Okayama Pref., is
derived from the structural conformity of the “possible world” with the convention as an evaluation model. By con-
sidering such structural conformity, in other words, the coherence between micro-level conventions and macro-level

economic orders, we can identify good convention that can contribute to regional development.
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