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[abstract]

German pension has changed greatly for the last several decades. This paper deals with the case of German pension
as an example, for explaining the patterns of institutional change in the era of welfare expansion and retrenchment. In
the era of expansion, German pension tended to substantial universalism because of institutional elimination and
replacement (for example pension reforms of 1957, 1969 and 1972). On the other hand, institutional conversion, lay-

ering and suspension have occurred in the era of retrenchment (for example pension reforms of 1977, 1992 and 2001).
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