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[Abstract]

From a forestry conservation perspective, [ point out the importance of reviving Japan’s artificial forestry industry,
giving consideration to specific methods of forestry management that might promote efficient thinning practice.

Hypothesizing that the distribution of iriai forests in Japan (i.e., forests worked as local commons) is relevant in this
context, | conducted a case analysis of the Shiso city district of Ichinomiya-chd in Hydgo Prefecture. | found that the
distribution of logging roads, which serve as indicators of commercial activities that have been successful in reviving
iriai forests, was described in terms of “aggregation” and “family-use land” in reference to what were once iriai forests.
[ further confirmed the possibility that the reorganization of iriai forests is being put to advantageous use in “forestry
maintenance.”

In areas where former iriai forests still exist, they appear to confer the following benefits to the revival of forestry
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in the contemporary era: (1) There is a higher likelihood that attitudes will be oriented to “land use” rather than “land
ownership”; (2) preventing the diffusion of usage rights outside the local community helps preserve the contiguity
of the forest area being managed; (3) a unified style of management is possible through the efforts of multiple local
community leaders and “majority decision-making”; (4) income distribution tends to revert to individuals; and (5)

self-interested forestry conservation encourages a shared consciousness of the public interest.
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