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[Abstract]

The deputy mayor is a special position appointed with the consent of the council. The number of deputy
mayors in municipalities is determined by ordinance, and in many cities, the number is one or two. It is
often said that deputy mayors are appointed from among the senior officials of the municipality. Focusing
on female deputy mayors, the percentage of female deputy mayors as of 2023 is only 4.1%. Even if female
staff can be promoted to the position of director, they are not assigned to administrative departments
responsible for finance and human resources. There is a structure in which experience as the head of an

administrative department is advantageous for the appointment of deputy mayors, resulting in a low
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number of female deputy mayors.

This study tested the hypothesis that deputy mayors tend to be appointed from senior officials in
general administrative positions. Among deputy mayors, 70% were appointed from general administrative
officials, and about 70% of those senior officials were heads of administrative departments. Heads of
administrative departments have an advantage in becoming deputy mayors. Secondly, there was no
gender difference in the tendency to be appointed as deputy mayor from heads of administrative
departments. Based on these analyses, it is possible that the appointment of female deputy mayors will

increase as the number of female staff serving as heads of administrative departments increases.
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