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Through the Fieldwork in Ishinomaki City, Miyagi Prefecture,

12 Years After the Great East Japan Earthquake

Abstract

This study aims to break the stereotypical view of and provide an alternative perspective of “disaster-affected areas”, based on 

interviews conducted with residents of Ishinomaki City, Miyagi Prefecture, Japan. In general, this area has been viewed in two ways: 

1) by separating the area from the rest of the space on the map; and 2) by assuming that residents of this area must have experienced 

constant grief and suffering after the Great East Japan Earthquake. These viewpoints are generally taken for granted based on the 

presumption that space is a type of “container” whose boundaries have already determined. In this regard, some of the residents I 

interviewed expressed discomfort with these stereotypical viewpoints, because such perspectives ignore the diversity and complexity 

of the region. In order to overcome this conventional one-dimensional representation, I argue that “ ” should be 

imagined as the places that are tentatively constituted through the processes of encounter and response. In other words, such places 

should be released from the modern, territorial conceptualization of space. After conducting a series of interviews with residents of 
“ ”: 1) these places are products of the 

interrelations between those living in Ishinomaki and those who live outside the city; 2) the humans and non-humans implicated in these 

places are constantly changing; 3) those who died due to the Great East Japan Earthquake are integral members of the construction and 

as “ ” “the inside” of the 

places from “the outside.” Instead, it is important that one must be someone who lives “with” the places.
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