
 27 225-231 2024
Space, Society and Geographical Thought

3

25

EARCAG
 

EAR-

CAG

2024 1 26

25

EARCAG

1999

EARCAG

2001 2

EARCAG 2018

 East Asia: A Critical Geography Perspective 

2016 8

EARCAG

EARCAG 10

10 2022 Social 

Justice and the City in East Asia 7

2014 The Urban Research Plaza Special Session on 

Alternative Urban Redevelopment 6

2012 Urban Redevelopment in East Asia 5

2008

15

EARCAG Geopolitical Economies (EARCAG-GPE)

EARCAG 

2022

10 EARCAG Towards a Land Situated Spatial Story as Informed by the Tongbian Philosophy Solly Benjamin

2018 

9 EARCAG ‘Nano’-isation in Hong Kong Maurice Yip  

2017 

3
GPE  

The Umbrella Movement in Hong Kong: A Spatial Story Approach

2016

8 EARCAG 

‘Hegemony’ of Property, Social and Political Struggles and Spatial Justice in Hong Kong: The Cases of Court Injunc-
tion in Admiralty during the Umbrella Movement and in Land Grabbing in Ma Shi Po, New Territories (Yiu-Ming To

)

2015 

2
GPE

Occupying Movements in Hong Kong: A Spatial Story Approach



226 EARCAG

2023 EARCAG

 The 

Production of Space: A Critical Geography Perspective 

on China EARCAG

EARCAG 

CHOI Byung-

doo MIZUOKA Fujio MIZUUCHI Toshio HSU 

Jinn-Yuh PARK Bae-Gyoon 5

CHOI Byung-doo (Daegu University)

CHU Ling-I (National Changhua University of Education)

GLASSMAN Jim (University of British Columbia)

HSU Jinn-yuh (National Taiwan University)

HSU Szu-Yun (McMaster University)

IP Iam-Chong (National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University)

KORNATOWSKI Geerhardt (Kyushu University)

MIZUOKA Fujio (Hitotsubashi University)

MIZUUCHI Toshio (Osaka Metropolitan University)

MORI Masato (Mie University)

PARK Bae-gyoon (Seoul National University)

SHIN HaeRan (Seoul National University)

SHIN Hyun Bang (London School of Economics and Political

Science)

SONN Jung Won (University College London)

 TANG Wing-Shing (Hong Kong Baptist University)

WONG Kit Ping (Tammy) (Osaka Metropolitan University)

YIP Maurice (University of Lausanne)

CHU Ling-I:

2023 EARCAG

“The Production of 

Space: A Critical Geography Perspective on China.”

4

2014 

7 EARCAG 
High-density Development in Hong Kong and its Spatiality of (In)justice (Joanna Wai-Ying Lee and Alan Smart

)

2012 

6 EARCAG 
Where is Spatial Justice in Urban (Re)development of Hong Kong – with Special Reference to the Sham Shui Po Dis-
trict?

2008 

5 EARCAG 
Public Engagement as a Tool of Hegemony: The Case of Designing New Central Harbour Front in Hong Kong (Joanna 
Wai-Ying Lee, Mee-Kam Ng, Darwin Leung )

2006 

4 EARCAG 

Space, Power and Street Sleepers in Hong Kong (Ka-Hei Chan )

Working Class Geographies and Urban Redevelopment in an Industrial Township in Hong Kong (Kit-Ping (Tammy) 
Wong, Ka-Hei Chan, Kim-Ching Chan )

‘The Freedom of Shopping’ )

Examine the New Rationality of Governmentality of the H.K. Government to Discipline Pig Farmers by Using the 
Yuen Long District as a Case Study (Kin-Wing Chan )

2003 

3 EARCAG 
Global Restructuring, Urban Redevelopment and Population Displacement in Tsuen Wan, Hong Kong 

Housing Movements for the Poor in Hong Kong: Fighting for the Public Rent Review

2001 

2 EARCAG Illegal Construction in Shenzhen: The Extension of Urban Governmentality over Time and Space

Development of Tsuen Wan New Town in Hong Kong: Power, Rationality and Space (Kit-Ping (Tammy) Wong
)

1999 

1 EARCAG Governmentality, Time-space Colonisation and China’s Socialist Geography



227

IP Iam-Chong:

EARCAG

Jim GLASSMAN:

EARCAG

EARCAG

EARCAG

HSU Szu-Yun:

EARCAG

2022 EARCAG

EARCAG



228 EARCAG

Geerhardt KORNATOWSKI:

2020 3

2019

20

2023

MORI Masato:

2006

EARCAG

EARCAG

2022 10 EARCAG

2018 9 EARCAG

2022

EARCAG

EARCAG

SHIN HaeRan:

EARCAG

SHIN Hyun Bang:



229

SONN Jung Won:

2022 EARCAG

2006

UK

EARCAG

WONG Kit Ping (Tammy):

1998 1

HKBU

1

MPhil

2001

AAG

2002 2 EARCAG

Urbanisation of injustices David Harvey

Unequal Geographical Development

John Allen Lost Geographies of Power Doreen 

Massey For Space The Power Geometry of Time-

Space Henri Lefebvre The Production of Space

Michel Foucault Governmentality

2000

1997

1980

1997

2000

2004

NGO

2007



230 EARCAG

2011

1980

25

Maurice YIP:

EARCAG

EARCAG

2016

2018

EARCAG



231

EARCAG

(https://bit.ly/in-memory-of-prof-tang-wing-shing)

 (https://geog.hkbu.

 (https://hkcgg.wordpress.com/

memoriam)

EARCAG

EARCAG https://sites.

google.com/view/earcag

8 EARCAG
2016 12 6

8 EARCAG



 27 232-238 2024
Space, Society and Geographical Thought

Special Section 3:
East Asian Critical Geography and Tang Wing-Shing

In Remembrance of Professor TANG Wing-Shing:
25 Years of Friendship and Collaboration

International Steering Committee of East Asian Regional Conference
in Alternative Geography

It is with great sadness that the International Steering 

Committee of the East Asian Regional Conference in 

Alternative Geography (EARCAG) reports the passing 

of our dear friend and colleague Professor TANG Wing-

Shing on 26 January 2024. For nearly 25 years, Wing-

Shing had played an important role in EARCAG, whose 

-

condolences to Wing-Shing’s family.

Based in Hong Kong, Wing-Shing was a critical ge-

ographer and urban scholar, whose research focused 

on interrogating the mainstream urban thinkers with 

socio-historical processes and patterns of urban develop-

ment, most notably in mainland China and Hong Kong, 

and formulating new ontology, epistemology, and meth-

odology for this cause, especially his Tongbian-informed 

spatial methodology and the spatial story approach.

Wing-Shing’s contributions to EARCAG
In 1999, Wing-Shing attended the inaugural meeting 

of EARCAG in South Korea, which he described as ‘a 

big success’ and ‘one of the best [conferences] I [have] 

ever attended’. It was decided at the end of the inaugural 

meeting that the next meeting was going to take place 

in Hong Kong, and ever since then he had become an 

active member of the International Steering Committee. 

In 2001, he led the organisation of the 2nd EARCAG 

meeting at Hong Kong Baptist University, where he had 

been teaching until retiring from his position of Full 

Professor of Geography in 2018. He co-edited, with 

MIZUOKA Fujio, a book entitled East Asia: A Critical 

Geography Perspective to publish some selected papers 

from this meeting. In 2016, Wing-Shing chaired the local 

organising committee to hold the 8th EARCAG meeting 

in Hong Kong again. 

Over the years, Wing-Shing attended all the ten EAR-

CAG meetings in South Korea, Hong Kong, Japan, 

Taiwan, and Malaysia. Wing-Shing organised or chaired 

conference sessions themed on, for example, ‘Post-gen-

’ (the 10th EARCAG in Taipei, 2022), ‘Social 

Justice and the City in East Asia’ (the 7th EARCAG in 

Osaka and Tohoku, 2014), the Urban Research Plaza 

Special Session on ‘Alternative Urban Redevelopment’ 

(the 6th EARCAG in Selangor, 2012), and ‘Urban Re-

development in East Asia’ (the 5th EARCAG in Seoul, 

2008). In total, he presented 15 papers at these meetings, 

-

land China and Hong Kong and aiming at achieving the-

oretical breakthroughs. He also attended the EARCAG 

Geopolitical Economies (EARCAG-GPE) workshops 

twice, in Canada and Taiwan, and presented 2 papers 

there.

Table 1 provides a list of the papers presented by 

Wing-Shing.

Table 1: The list of papers presented by Prof TANG Wing-Shing at EARCAG

2022

10th EARCAG
Taipei

Towards a Land Situated Spatial Story as Informed by the Tongbian Philosophy (co-authored with Solly Benjamin)

2018 

9th EARCAG
Daegu

‘Nano’-isation in Hong Kong (co-authored with Maurice Yip)

2017 

3rd GPE Workshop
Taipei

The Umbrella Movement in Hong Kong: A Spatial Story Approach

2016

8th EARCAG
Hong Kong

‘Hegemony’ of Property, Social and Political Struggles and Spatial Justice in Hong Kong: The Cases of Court Injunc-
tion in Admiralty during the Umbrella Movement and in Land Grabbing in Ma Shi Po, New Territories (co-authored 
with Yiu-Ming To)
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In addition to his contributions to the debates and 

discussions taking place at those conferences and work-

shops, Wing-Shing was also willing to experiment with 

innovative initiatives for the growth of the EARCAG 

community, such as in 2023 he participated in the EAR-

CAG open course initiative and delivered the online lec-

tures on The Production of Space: A Critical Geography 

Perspective on China.

Continuous friendships with Wing-Shing
Many colleagues and friends have met Wing-Shing for 

senior members (namely CHOI Byung-doo, MIZUOKA 

Fujio, MIZUUCHI Toshio, HSU Jinn-Yuh, and PARK 

Bae-Gyoon) are printed separately in this journal issue.  

In this section, the following steering committee mem-

bers (refer the member list below) recollect their friend-

ships and precious moments with Wing-Shing.

International Steering Committee Membership
CHOI Byung-doo (Daegu University)

CHU Ling-I (National Changhua University of Education)

GLASSMAN Jim (University of British Columbia)

HSU Jinn-yuh (National Taiwan University)

HSU Szu-Yun (McMaster University)

IP Iam-Chong (National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University)

KORNATOWSKI Geerhardt (Kyushu University)

MIZUOKA Fujio (Hitotsubashi University)

MIZUUCHI Toshio (Osaka Metropolitan University)

MORI Masato (Mie University)

PARK Bae-gyoon (Seoul National University)

SHIN HaeRan (Seoul National University)

SHIN Hyun Bang (London School of Economics and Political 

Science)

SONN Jung Won (University College London)

 TANG Wing-Shing (Hong Kong Baptist University)

WONG Kit Ping (Tammy) (Osaka Metropolitan University)

YIP Maurice (University of Lausanne)

CHU Ling-I:

I began my academic pursuits very late in midlife. 

Wing-Shing not only inspired me intellectually but 

also provided timely guidance when I felt lost. I am 

immensely grateful for his warm encouragement, which 

has freed me from doubts and uncertainties, guiding me 

2015 

2nd GPE Workshop
Vancouver

Occupying Movements in Hong Kong: A Spatial Story Approach

2014 

7th EARCAG
Osaka/Tohoku

High-density Development in Hong Kong and its Spatiality of (In)justice (co-authored with Joanna Wai-Ying Lee and 
Alan Smart)

2012 

6th EARCAG
Selangor

Where is Spatial Justice in Urban (Re)development of Hong Kong – with Special Reference to the Sham Shui Po Dis-
trict?

2008 

5th EARCAG
Seoul

Public Engagement as a Tool of Hegemony: The Case of Designing New Central Harbour Front in Hong Kong (co-au-
thored with Joanna Wai-Ying Lee, Mee-Kam Ng, and Darwin Leung)

2006 

4th EARCAG
Taipei

Space, Power and Street Sleepers in Hong Kong (co-authored with Ka-Hei Chan)

Working Class Geographies and Urban Redevelopment in an Industrial Township in Hong Kong (co-authored with 
Wong Kit Ping (Tammy), Ka-Hei Chan, and Kim-Ching Chan)

‘The Freedom of Shopping’

Examine the New Rationality of Governmentality of the H.K. Government to Discipline Pig Farmers by Using the 
Yuen Long District as a Case Study (co-authored with Kin-Wing Chan)

2003 

3rd EARCAG
Osaka/Tokyo

Global Restructuring, Urban Redevelopment and Population Displacement in Tsuen Wan, Hong Kong 

Housing Movements for the Poor in Hong Kong: Fighting for the Public Rent Review

2001 

2nd EARCAG

Hong Kong

Illegal Construction in Shenzhen: The Extension of Urban Governmentality over Time and Space

Development of Tsuen Wan New Town in Hong Kong: Power, Rationality and Space (co-authored with Wong Kit Ping 
(Tammy))

1999 

1st EARCAG
Kyungju/Daegu

Governmentality, Time-space Colonisation and China’s Socialist Geography
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to focus on what I can do.

With the preparation of the EARCAG open course in 

2023, I was fortunate to have the opportunity to interact 

more closely with Wing-Shing. He conducted four online 

lectures with the theme The Production of Space: A 

Critical Geography Perspective on China.  I remember 

asking him a silly question that had been bothering 

me: why does Henri Lefebvre need to employ three 

aspects (or trilectic) when discussing the production of 

space? He provided a highly insightful interpretation 

using the concepts of Yin/Yang  or Tong Bian  from 

Chinese philosophy. At that time, this was quite a shock 

to me, and I struggled to understand why he insisted 

on using Chinese concepts to interpret Western theory. 

Through his four rigorous and solid lectures, I gradually 

understood that his emphasis on intellectual attempts 

neither to pit Western/Chinese theories against each 

other nor to forcibly merge the two. The key, he believes, 

lies in understanding the production of space through 

the intertwined processes of historical and geographical 

relations and translations. In other words, he stresses the 

importance of using the spatial story as a method to grasp 

the layered translations of our history and geography. 

He reminds us not to simply transplant Western theories, 

as the real question worth pondering is how we can 

articulate our own spatial stories. 

I will never have the opportunity to express my gratitude 

to him in person, and I deeply regret it. I do believe 

his knowledge and spirit can continue to inspire and 

motivate many even after his passing, guiding us to focus 

on stories we can tell and changes we can make.

IP Iam-Chong:

“To be honest, I do not remember when and where 

I first met Wing Shing. I read his works a long time 

ago when I was an undergraduate. He is definitely 

one of the most important geographers in East Asia, 

not to mention Hong Kong. I often came across him 

on different occasions, such as academic conferences, 

friends’ meeting places, rallies, assemblies, etc, in Hong 

Kong and Taipei. Although I never formally enrolled 

in his courses at the Baptist University, I regard him as 

my teacher and learned a lot from him. I was always 

impressed by his thoughtful speeches. He also cared so 

much about my academic career and showed his support 

to me. For example, to my surprise, when he served as 

external reviewer for the program of my department, he 

complained to my senior colleagues that they did not 

promote me more quickly! 

My background is not geography. My little knowledge 

about critical and alternative geography of East Asia 

mostly came from Wing Shing. He demonstrated to us 

how it should look like and its possibilities for making 

the world better. I am happy to know that he inspired 

a significant number of young activists and scholars, 

his teaching and support. I believe all of us, including 

the EARCAG Steering Committee, will carry on Wing 

Shing’s spirit. I will miss him. His contribution to the 

community and the academic world will always be 

remembered.”

Jim GLASSMAN:

“Wing Shing was a uniquely warm and generous man, 

memories of Wing Shing, but two kinds of experiences I 

had with him seem to me to illustrate the type of person 

he was. 

One was my experience of his calm and constructive 

presence during EARCAG meetings ,  where he 

always seemed able--even in the midst of significant 

disagreement--to strike a conciliatory chord that 

maintained the critical discussion without allowing it to 

devolve. 

The second experience was my brief but  warm 

interactions with him last year when we were both 

Open (online) courses. Wing Shing and I shared some 

ideas during this time, both of us scratching our (greying) 

of transnational internet education. I've always suspected 

that he dealt with this more adroitly than I, and I'm so 

insights on this kind of project. 

I hope very much that EARCAG will keep his memory 

and his generous spirit of educational service alive 

through our future activities.”

HSU Szu-Yun:

“My memory with Wing-Shing goes back to my time 

as a PhD student and all the encouraging conversations 

I had with him during the EARCAG events, where 

Wing-Shing always started with a warm and caring 

conversation about my study and life – and it did not take 

me too long to realize how genuine he was as a person 

and as a critical scholar. On a typical rainy winter day 

after the 2022 EARCAG in Taipei, we had a casual lunch 

in the back alley of the National Normal University, 

where we were chatting about my teaching experiences 
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view of EARCAG. This turned out to be the last meeting 

I had with Wing-Shing, and his encouraging words 

back then were and will always be powerful. His impact 

on all of us as an individual and as a critical academic 

community shows that he will never truly leave us.”

Geerhardt KORNATOWSKI:

“In March 2020, I had the pleasure of organizing one 

workshop with Wing Shing. We invited scholars who 

work on social movements, as we felt it was necessary 

movements outside, yet also in connection to, the West, 

following the events that had unfolded in Hong Kong 

between 2019 and 2020. Due to the pandemic, we could 

not organize it in Fukuoka, so we eventually did it 

online. 

To Wing Shing, workshops (but also conferences and 

seminars) were precious moments of conviviality, to 

be enjoyed through rigorous, yet friendly academic 

discussions, but (perhaps even more importantly) also 

through good food and caring conversations. Wing Shing 

knew everyone in his network. He would sit down with 

everyone and even start talking about trivial things. I 

guess food for him was an important way to facilitate 

such an atmosphere. Often, he would inquire to us which 

cuisine we should choose for the workshop at hand. I’d 

like to think he grew fond of Thai food in Kowloon City 

because I would recommend it every time. He really 

liked the Beijing dishes in Tsim Sha Tsui (every time it 

would be the same course!). Most of the time he would 

take everyone to have Sichuan hotpot in Prince Edward 

(even if it was just to spice things up!). 

Many would remember his early-time dim sum lunches, 

to which he took those who stayed behind after the 

workshops. There was/is an excellent place in Lok Fu, 

just not too far to walk from HKBU. He would order 

the best, yet always too much. The last time I met Wing 

Shing was in a dim sum restaurant in Sheung Wan at the 

end of 2023 (he had already moved to HK Island), where 

we had lunch with just the 2 of us. It was impossible to 

pay the bill without his consent. 

Wing Shing visited Fukuoka twice, once for holiday 

purposes, and once on my invitation. I showed him 

some very local parts in the city, and we had some good 

yakiniku, along with lots of small talk. He really liked 

Japan and he was always puzzled by its urban spaces.”

MORI Masato:

“I came to know Wing Shing in the 4th EARCAG 

to international conference for me. I was impressed how 

presentations from Hong Kong shared similar critical 

perspective, and realised Wing Shing was a key person 

for the perspective in Hong Kong. I had been very happy 

to see Wing Shing in the following series of EARCAG 

meetings. He always kept smiling even after heated 

discussions. In a series of meeting and workshop, he had 

always been kind to all people: I have witnessed that he 

often invited people being alone to his table in teatime 

and banquet.

The last opportunity to see him and enjoy chat was in 

the 9th EARCAG, 2018, as I was compelled to cancel 

my presentation in the 10th meeting in 2022. It is now a 

huge regret not to attend it for me.

I really appreciate his academic supports. I, as a new 

steering committee member, really expected to do some 

new things in and for EARCAG with him. I shall keep 

numerous memories of him in my mind.

Thank you, Wing Shing.”

SHIN HaeRan:

“It is hard to think of EARCAG without Wing Shing's 

passionate participation. I vividly remember how he 

presented multiple sessions featuring studies that he 

collaborated on with his students. For my presentation, 

he once challenged me for relying solely on Western 

scholars' studies for my theoretical framework. Honestly, 

I didn't have an alternative at the time, and I still don't, 

but his point made me think about the structure of 

academia. He was a great friend and colleague. I will 

remember his critical studies and warm heart.”

SHIN Hyun Bang:

“It’s a great loss for the critical Asian studies and urban 

scholarship. I was fortunate to attend the workshops 

he organised, which were characteristic of Wing Shing 

- both thought provoking and humorous, filled with 

exciting city walks and collegial engagement among old 

and new friends over delicious food. I remember how I 

was delighted to be part of the workshops and learnt a 

lot from them. His welcoming attitude made me feel at 

home at the time, a feeling further strengthened by his 

invitation to a dim sum lunch with his students. Wing 

Shing will be dearly missed by many colleagues and 

friends in the critical urban scholarship. Critical urban 

scholars from Asia have lost one of its beacons, which is 
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going to be irreparable.”

SONN Jung Won:

“When Wing Shing gave the plenary presentation in the 

2022 Taipei EARCAG, he looked equally energetic as 

I met him for the first time in a boat trip after the UK 

planning conference in London in 2006 and in EARCAG 

conferences afterwards. It was really a shock to me. His 

passing is a big loss for all of us. We finally have the 

critical mass to do anything that is actually East Asian 

urban studies (as opposed to application of Western 

theories to East Asian cities) and his experiences would 

have been extremely valuable in coming years. I will 

miss his gentle manners as well as his insightful research 

for years to come.”

WONG Kit Ping (Tammy):

“In 1998, Wing-Shing joined the Geography Department 

at HKBU as a new professor, while I was a first-year 

undergraduate student. He was the only professor in 

the department to teach critical geographical concepts 

important foundation for my later academic pathway. 

historical geography, and became the supervisor of my 

final-year undergraduate thesis. The following year, he 

invited me to be his MPhil student, and brought me into 

a wider world of knowledge. In 2001, we attended the 

AAG conference in Los Angeles - my first experience 

presenting our work internationally. In 2002, I attended 

the 2nd EARCAG conference which was organised by 

Wing-Shing, and where I met many of his comrades 

from the greater academic community worldwide.

In the same year, Wing-Shing, another student and I 

formed a study group to explore critical theories such as 

space, power and social (in)justice. We felt a strong sense 

of urgent call due to the lack of knowledge and critical 

perspectives needed to explain the urban phenomena in 

Hong Kong. Firstly, geography students were mainly 

trained in the positivist and quantitative approaches, 

to become part of institutions like urban planning and 

education. Secondly, many students dislikereading long 

texts and struggle to understand difficult concepts and 

theories.

Our study group was unprecedented in the department, 

but we were determined to start from scratch. Working 

with Wing-Shing, I co-organised the study groups and 

led discussions, and, as his teaching assistant, connected 

with his students, and organised community visits. In 

the study group, we delved into critical theories such as 

“Urbanisation of injustices , David Harvey's Unequal 

Geographical Development  and his spatial analysis, 

John Allen's Lost Geographies of Power , Doreen 

Massey's For Space  and The Power Geometry of 

Time-Space , Henri Lefebvre's The Production of 

Space , Michel Foucault's Governmentality , and 

others. I was new to these literatures, and lacked the 

such intensive reading guided my everyday life in my 

young ages: studying day- by-day until the university 

closed at midnight. This let me deeply immersed in all 

academic and personal life, and fundamentally changed 

my perspective.

In the early 2000s, critical geographies did not play 

any role in public discourse. However, the city began 

to experience various kinds of urban crises and social 

conflicts in the course of urban development after 

1997. During this period, Wing-Shing began to conduct 

different research projects, and collaborated with other 

researchers. He began to actively intervene in academic 

and public discussions through the critical perspective of 

urban studies, rethinking processes of urbanisation and 

power relations, and various issues of social (in)justices. 

This perspective was a continuation of his concern on 

the urban and land issues since the 1980s, that combined 

with a new condition of post-1997 Hong Kong, followed 

by a range of experiences and reflections from various 

struggles, especially in the second half of the 2000s.

We went to the old working-class neighbourhoods in 

Tsuen Wan, learnt about the process of urban renewal 

and the history of workers’ movement for housing in 

the midst of socio-economic restructuring. We studied 

the development trajectory of Tin Shui Wai new 

town in a geo-political context of Hong Kong and the 

peripheralization of working-class families. In 2004, 

we joined the struggles against the redevelopment of 

Lee Tung Street in Wan Chai, and later the preservation 

of “Blue House”. Wing-Shing launched a community 

project in Wan Chai, which brought different people 

together to discuss the vision of spatial planning for 

Wanchai in future. He pushed forward critical theories, 

established a close relationship with other scholars, local 

councillors, NGOs, social activists and local residents. 

By 2007, we were all at the Star Ferry and Queen’s Pier 

and struggled against land development and claimed 

for our public space. Wing-Shing gave his speech at the 

“People’s Forum”, among other scholars, alongside the 

hunger strikes against the demolition.

Over these years, our lives were criss-crossed between 

the pursuit of critical theories and the struggles in 
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different controversial sites. This was what we said, 

“with one foot in the university and the other in the 

community”. Late at night, we were still at Edinburgh 

Place, trying to defend the Star Ferry and the Queen’s 

Pier. We had to revise our languages to communicate 

with non-geography scholars, activists, social workers 

and residents; and we also had to reflect our views on 

what constituted a critical perspective and built our own 

theory for Hong Kong. In his criticism of the official 

story of “tiny land, many people” to understand urban 

development of Hong Kong, the so-called economic 

view of “land supply and demand”, the simplistic view 

of grassroots’ lives as just a matter of poverty, Wing-

Shing never compromised and held back his arguments, 

and boldly pointed out the blindspots of the academia.

This is the intellectual life I have experienced with Wing-

Shing that I will never forget. In our pursuit of theory and 

practices, each social movement constantly challenged 

our limits in knowledge, and at the same time opened 

up our thoughts. In 2011, I started my PhD studies, 

extended my research from Hong Kong to China. As 

Wing-Shing has been a scholar in China’s urban studies 

since the 1980s, he advised my study. Our conversation 

was therefore extended to urban issues in China, as well 

as the relationship between China and Hong Kong. We 

went to Shenzhen, Dongguan and Guangzhou to conduct 

’s 

advice, encouragement and support. Wing-Shing played 

the most important role in my life for he taught me what 

critical knowledge is, and being the role-model of a 

public intellectual.”

Maurice YIP:

“Many of my fellow Steering Committee members met 

Wing-Shing through EARCAG, but in my case it was 

through Wing-Shing that I was introduced to EARCAG 

and to a much wider world, both academically and 

personally. I completed my undergraduate and MPhil 

degrees under Wing-Shing’s supervision, during which I 

had the opportunity not only to assist him in organising 

the 2016 meeting in Hong Kong, but also to attend the 

2018 meeting in Daegu together. We interacted almost 

every day, and this frequent interaction continued even 

after I left Hong Kong. I wasn’t sure, but I probably took 

up and wasted too much of his time, yet my personal 

wide range of topics, from very rigorous academic and 

intellectual debates to very casual TV dramas, films, 

and popular songs (although he could always relate the 

latter to his philosophical thinking – which I am still 

trying hard to understand a bit). He has changed the 

fundamental way in which I make sense of the world. I 

am grateful for everything he had done for me. 

Wing-Shing spent (a lot of) time with his students and 

the community, in addition to spending time with his 

family. I bet not many professors would spend their 

precious weekends holding reading groups with students 

the city just to read and discuss academic texts in the 

context of local society. Wing-Shing really cared about 

people, society, and the world. I think it is this admirable 

attitude of being a caring person that formed the basis 

of his critical perspectives and voices for spatial justice. 

Even in today’s competitive academic system, Wing-

Shing did not follow the mainstream trend, nor did he 

sacrifice the standard and quality of his work in order 

to publish a large number of papers quickly. Rather, 

he encouraged his students and colleagues to debate 

and think, to take time for intellectual development, to 

intervene for better social change. Wing-Shing cared 

about people and liked to interact with them, which was 

probably the reason why he enjoyed conferences and 

workshops so much, as they provided the appropriate 

setting for academic debate and making friends. 

We knew of Wing-Shing’s quest for excellence and his 

commitment to challenging the dominant literature and 

developing original theories. He didn’t restrict himself 

as an urban geographer, but he positioned himself as a 

critical geographer, not merely for the development of the 

field called human geography, indeed his geographical 

work was conducted for contributing transformative 

knowledge to the world. He saw EARCAG as a space 

that could make such goals possible, academically rooted 

in the local and regional contexts but being able to 

interact with the global society. His spirit will stay with 

us, motivating us to pursue academic breakthroughs and 

struggle for alternative futures.”

Wing-Shing will be missed. We remember the times 

when we would gather to share mocha and engage in 

thought-provoking conversations with Wing-Shing 

during the session breaks of the conferences and work-

shops. His warmth and generosity extended beyond mere 

us delicious food for thought and refilling our glasses 

with both drinks and laughter. Wing-Shing’s critical in-

sights demonstrate a testament to his care and love for 

his city, the region, and the world, contributing to our 

collective struggles for the alternative futures.

For knowing more about Wing-Shing’s life and work, 
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we invite the EARCAG community to read the obituary 

notice from Wing-Shing’s family (https://bit.ly/in-mem-

ory-of-prof-tang-wing-shing), and also the memorial 

pieces from the Department of Geography at Hong Kong 

Baptist University (https://geog.hkbu.edu.hk/upload/

-

ical Geography Group (https://hkcgg.wordpress.com/

memoriam).

We look forward to appropriately honouring Wing-

Shing’s life and contributions at the future EARCAG 

meetings. 

EARCAG https://sites.google.

com/view/earcag

The opening ceremony of the 8th EARCAG Conference held in Hong Kong
December 6, 2016

(Provided by the Organizing Committee of the 8th EARCAG Conference


