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H EDITORIAL NOTE

This 28" volume marks a major editorial shift. As
readers will notice, roughly four-fifths of the
published papers are in English, making this volume
a bilingual issue with both English and Japanese
sections. In addition, as noted in the colophon, the
editorial responsibility for the English papers has
been transferred to EARCAG, and the publication
has transitioned from print to a digital, URL-based
download format.

Behind these significant changes lies the
discontinuation of the medium-scale KAKEN
research grant previously held by the editor-in-chief,
which had supported the print edition. More
importantly, however, this shift stems from the
continuous discussions about publishing a newsletter
within EARCAG, which has been held in Japan
(Kyushu  University, Fukuoka) since 2014.
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EARCAG’s International Steering Committee
formally approved my proposal to inherit the legacy
of Space, Society, and Geographical Thought and
designate it as the Annual Report of EARCAG,
marking a turning point in the journal’s trajectory.
Publication of this issue was delayed by about six
months because EARCAG2025 was held in February.
The 11" conference attracted nearly 150 submissions
—a level of participation that was both impressive
and inspiring. This success reflects the dedicated
efforts of the International Steering Committee,
bound by a strong spirit of solidarity. As some of the
founding members from EARCAG’s launch in 1999
have retired or passed away, the current committee
now includes many younger scholars. The network
continues to expand, centering on East, Southeast,



and South Asia, while also drawing participation and
contributions from Europe and North America.

Although the journal does not yet operate as a peer-
reviewed publication, our editorial policy emphasizes
concise yet theoretically and empirically rich
discussions. Given that EARCAG is held biennially,
the opportunity to disseminate ideas from Asia in
English around each conference remains highly
valuable. We invite readers to circulate the URL of
this issue widely and to contribute short, vibrant
papers that resonate with this somewhat
unconventional editorial vision (please contact us at
SSGT.editor@outlook.com).

To our long-standing Japanese readers, we
acknowledge that this shift may come as a

disappointment. Nonetheless, the intellectual lineage
built through the Geographical Thought KAKEN
project will continue within the Japanese section.
Including translations, we aim to maintain the
journal’s role as a venue for discussions that may not
fit into mainstream journals —those sharp-edged
inquiries and grounded studies whose empirical
weight can inspire social transformation and practical
implementation.

Finally, I would like to express my deep gratitude
to Maurice Yip for his dedicated editorial work, and
to Geerhardt Kornatowski and Tammy Wong Kit-
Ping, who successfully organized EARCAG2025
and brought forth remarkable outcomes.

Toshio MIZUUCHI
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