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Abstract: This article is an attempt to find a new direction of studies of place name. A place name is attached to a geographic entity
along spatial scale, and has a hierarchical nature. Although conventional toponymies have mainly focused the formation of place name, 1
explore a new way focusing the recognizing and use of place names. In this article, this direction of study is included in an epistemology
in wider sense. I examine the descriptions about hierarchical characteristics of place name from conventional toponymic studies, and
refer the discussions about taxonomic hierarchy in biological classification. In terms of hierarchy of Japanese place names, I overviewed
the formation process of the institution of local self-government in Japan since Meiji period. Although the administrative division of
Japan has a hierarchical relationship inclusively according to the spatial scale, the division is not named by hierarchical principle unlike
the species name in biology. However, we recognize a geographic entity hierarchically, and call it by the place name.
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