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Signifying Practice of Nation Branding in
Homeland: criticism of Creative Korea issue.

KITA, Malika
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Recently, nation branding became popular way for managing
nation 1image, attracting tourist and increasing export. Nation
branding studies mainly focus on a way to inspire economic success
because its main aim is economic interest. However it is too simplistic.
There are few studies that deal with what nation branding makes
happen in own country, for instance reconstruction of national identity.
Therefore I consider how citizens understand their own nation
branding in this paper though researching “Creative Korea” issue in
South Korea.

Creative Korea was criticized because they thought it was not
suitable representation of South Korea from the start of project. And
political scandal about the President and her friend was disclosed,
more and more citizens criticized it. Finally it was abolished less than
a year after its introduction. The criticism based on the fact it is not
correct politically by Korean people led abolition. Previous studies
explained people join and agree with nation branding because of
economic interest like “commercial nationalism”. However this paper
show new phase of the relationship between people and nation
branding. In this case, people think more important “correctness” than
economic interest.

Keywords : Nation Branding, South Korea, Commercial
Nationalism, National Identity, Foreign Cultural Policy

19



