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Geniuses in Neurosurgical Residency

Leonard I. Malis, M.D.

About 35 years ago, when I became Chairman
of Neurosurgery at the Mount Sinai Hospital in
New York City, I found that Sidney Gross had left
two vacancies in the residency departments, which
I would have to fill. There were many unanswered
applications which he had left me, and among
them were tow very special letters. The board had
just closed the department of Neurosurgery at
Hartford, Connecticut, and two of their residents,
Akira Hakuba and Hiroshi Nakagawa were
seeking positions to finish their training. Both of
these men were indeed outstanding and just what a
new chairman needed to bring his department up.
I immediately interviewed Hakuba and Nakagawa
and offered them positions, which they accepted.
All T had left to do was write the delayed rejection
letters to the other applicants. Akira and Hiroshi
were real treasures for a new chairman.

Over the ensuing year, Hakuba, who only
needed one more year of residency training to be
board eligible, was a marvelous neurosurgeon,
superb both in knowledge and in technique. After
he had worked with me for several months, I had a
pair of loupes made to focus at a distance of three
feet so that I had a full 3x magnification looking
over Hakuba's shoulder and appreciating his skill
and dexterity. Hakuba and Nakagawa were clearly
among the best.

After the first residency year, Hakuba passed
the boards and went into practice at Gross's
assistant in his private practice. He wanted to
remain in the United States to work and I gave
him a faculty appointment. His wife however
wanted to return to Japan. After a few months,
Hakuba had to choose between remaining alone in
New York or returning to Japan with his family.
Hakuba elected to return to Japan and we tearfully
said good-bye to him. Nakagawa also returned to
Japan number of years later, where he became
chairman at Aichi.

In Japan, Hakuba rose to be the head of the

neurosurgical department in Osaka, and brought
together all of the neurosurgical units in that city
under his supervision. I visited him there on a
number of occasions and was most proud to say I
had been involved in training this most talented
neurosurgeon.

We have lost a great surgeon and a truly
wonderful man.
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Fig. 1: 1969-19704E, An Atlas of Neurosurgical
Techniques™~DE X AH
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